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2016 Honda  
Pioneer 1000
THE NEW BENCHMARK FOR FLAGSHIP MULTIPURPOSE SXS

On June 11, 2015, the concept of what a multipurpose side-by-side could be was 

changed forever. That’s the date that Honda announced the Pioneer 1000 and 

Pioneer 1000-5, and with features like a class-leading, purpose-built 999cc parallel-

twin engine and the side-by-side industry’s first Dual Clutch Transmission (DCT), it 

was immediately clear that a new standard had been set.

The thing is, while the Pioneer 1000 easily bests the competition in a component-to-

component breakdown, that’s only a part of the story: what’s even more incredible 

is how well the various parts function together as a whole. Just a minute or two 

behind the steering wheel, and it’s obvious that this is flagship multipurpose side-

by-side done right. 

Important Safety Information: Recommended for riders 16 years of age and 

older. Honda recommends that all SxS riders take a training course and read 

their owner’s manual thoroughly.
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Editorial Narratives

THINK BIG. THE PIONEER 1000
The new benchmark for flagship multipurpose SxS

STORYLINES AND TOOLS When Honda engineers set out to develop an open-class multipurpose side-

by-side, they weren’t interested in offering a me-too model. Using Honda’s 

signature total approach, they wanted to match or exceed the competition in 

all of the important areas, and that’s exactly what the Pioneer 1000 does

Honda technicians have proven time and again that there’s simply no one 

better at developing engines, and their full expertise was called upon for the 

Pioneer 1000’s all-new, purpose-built side-by-side power plant. The result is an 

engine that’s head-and-shoulders above anything else on the market, serving 

as a reminder that there’s a reason behind the manufacturer’s name: Honda 

Motor Company.

•	 999cc—the most displacement in the industry.
•	 Big power and torque: able to haul 1,000 pounds (600 pounds for 

California models) and tow an amazing 2,000 pounds—that’s one ton!
•	 Unicam® design like that of Honda’s legendary CRF motocross mod-

els—achieves high performance while simultaneously minimizing 
weight and bulk.

•	 High-tech “roller rockers” have a roller that contacts the cam, greatly 
reducing friction and wear compared to standard rocker arms.

•	 Longitudinal engine mounting eliminates unnecessary right angles in 
the driveline, ensuring an efficient transfer of power to the ground.

•	 Engine and exhaust system are rubber-mounted to reduce vibration 
and noise.

•	 To help the engine meet Honda’s unmatched reliability standards, the 
air inlet is positioned high under the hood, resulting in a clean sup-
ply of air and excellent clearance for water fording. The air-cleaner 
element is a viscous paper type, for exceptional filtration and a long 
service life.

ENGINE
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The side-by-side market’s first fully Automatic DCT is a superior system, the 

perfect transmission for a flagship SxS model—and no one does DCT better than 

Honda, as evidenced by the sophisticated transmission on the Pioneer 1000.

•	 Six-speed automatic on all four types; those equipped with EPS also 
have a sport mode switch and manual paddle shifters.

•	 Advanced shift logic: The system monitors variables including throt-
tle position and input, engine rpm, vehicle speed and brake input to 
determine driving style. During relaxed input, the transmission main-
tains a low rpm for a quiet cabin, low vibration and improved fuel 
efficiency. During more aggressive input, a higher rpm is held, max-
imizing engine torque and power. During inconsistent throttle input, 
transient detection logic prevents multiple up- and downshifts. When 
descents are detected, the transmission downshifts to provide true 
engine braking.

•	 Changing modes on the fly immediately alters the character of the 
machine, from quiet and relaxed to exciting and powerful.

•	 Even in automatic mode, the driver can override the gear selection 
at any time by using the paddle shifters. The selected gear will be 
maintained for several seconds before the transmission seamlessly 
reverts to fully automatic shifting.

•	 The low-range sub-transmission has a 1.42:1 ratio (like a 4WD truck), 
essentially doubling the number of gears from six to twelve.

•	 Multiple drive-system modes enable correct driveline selection for al-
most any situation: 2WD (locked rear differential), 4WD (locked rear/
limited-slip front differential), Differential Lock (locked rear/locked 
front to maximize available traction), Turf Mode (2WD with limit-
ed-slip rear differential, to protect lawn or crops).

TRANSMISSION
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Editorial Narratives

CHASSIS

STORYLINES AND TOOLS

Like the engine, the Pioneer 1000’s chassis was purpose-built, engineered for 

uncompromising comfort and capability.

•	 Dual A-arm design and fully independent suspension front and rear, 
with 10.5 inches of plush travel up front, 10.0 inches in back.

•	 Ground clearance is an impressive 12.9 inches on the 1000 and 1000 
EPS, and 12.4 inches on the 1000-5 EPS and 1000-5 Deluxe.

•	 All Pioneer 1000 models come equipped with 27” tires. The Deluxe 
model comes standard with premium Maxxis Bighorn 2.0 tires, fea-
turing radial construction for exceptional ride comfort and traction.

•	 Standard on the five-person models (and available as an accessory 
for the three-person models) is a self-leveling rear suspension sys-
tem, which automatically maintains the appropriate ride height when 
fully loaded, thereby maximizing ride comfort and maintaining con-
sistent vehicle handling.

•	 Pioneer 1000 EPS and both 5-person models come with a sophisti-
cated Electric Power Steering system (EPS) that reacts to both ve-
hicle speed and steering input, delivering precise driving feedback 
while also reducing steering effort (and thus driver fatigue). This is 
true even with the front differential locked, as kickback at the steer-
ing wheel is nearly eliminated in technical terrain.

•	 Tilt steering on all models with EPS.
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Serving as a constant reminder of the Pioneer 1000’s premium status are a 

couple of traits for which Honda is famous—attention to detail, and fit  

and finish.

•	 Wide, comfortable bench seat for one, two or three passengers, with 
hand-hold straps and a shoulder belt for the center passenger (cen-
ter seat is positioned high and forward to increase comfort and max-
imize space).

•	 Rear seating for two, with Honda’s exclusive QuickFlip® convertible 
rear seats on both five-person models (no tools needed to convert 
passenger seats to cargo space in seconds). This enables a compact 
wheelbase, achieving a number of advantages over SxS models with 
a “crew” design: improved maneuverability, increased options for 
vehicle transportation and storage, and better breakover angle. The 
easy-to-use dump-bed lever can be accessed from outside the vehicle 
or from a front seated position.

•	 Hard doors with nets on all models, providing passengers with a se-
cure feel and helping to keep mud and debris out of the rider cabin.

•	 Large, easy-to-reach transmission and drive levers with positive de-
tents make it easy to identify the selected gear and drive mode by 
sight or feel.

•	 LED headlights (37W high/low beam) are standard on the Deluxe 
model, providing a bright, wide beam pattern and excellent service 
life with minimal power consumption. (The other Pioneer 1000 types 
have Halogen headlights, with LED available as an accessory.)

•	 The LCD multifunction display has a large, easy-to-read screen, show-
ing speed, odometer, trip A and B, tachometer, gear selected, trans-
mission mode, drive mode, clock, fuel, water temperature, mode and 
maintenance reminder.

•	 Two open dash-storage areas and a weatherproof glove box.

INTERIOR
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The Business of SxS
POWERSPORTS’ STRONGEST SEGMENT CONTINUES TO GROW

One might say that side-by-sides are the best-kept success-story secret in 

powersports, but while it’s still possible for these enjoyable products to be 

overlooked by some, their incredible sales numbers are rapidly reducing 

the ranks of the uninitiated. Simply put, SxS is the fastest-growing 

category in powersports, and as these customers have demanded more 

performance and capability from their vehicles, the flagship multipurpose 

has become the fastest-growing segment, at close to 100,000 per year. To 

meet the needs and expectations of Honda customers, Honda developed 

the Pioneer 1000, which is among the company’s most important 

powersports products of the last decade.

But exactly what is a flagship multipurpose side-by-side? Among these 

vehicles’ typical traits are large-displacement (+800cc) multi-cylinder 

engines, comfortable suspension, sophisticated 4WD systems, big hauling 

and towing capacity and exceptional capability in both recreation and 

work applications. As for who’s buying them, side-by-side customers in 

general are becoming increasingly difficult to pigeonhole, but buyers of 

flagship multipurpose side-by-sides tend to be experienced powersports 

customers who want the biggest and best—folks who are looking for both 

a balance of recreation and work capability and a top-of-the-line product 

that can go anywhere and haul anything. These owners get extreme 

usage out of their vehicles.
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While the Pioneer 1000 is new, the road that led to it is long. The company 

was at the forefront of the ATV market in 1970, when it offered the three-

wheel US90 (later to be called the ATC90), and its ATV lineup now includes 

a full spectrum of four-wheel vehicles, from the sporty TRX family to the 

versatile Rincon, Rubicon, Foreman, Rancher and Recon lines. From 1977 

to ’89, Honda sold a four-wheel powersports vehicle called the Odyssey, 

and although that model did have a roll cage, it was just a single-seater; 

Honda’s first true side-by-side was the utility-focused Big Red, introduced 

for 2009. Big Red was replaced by the 2014 model-year Pioneer 700—a 

midsize multipurpose model that’s available in two-person and four-person 

configurations. The following year, Honda added the two-person Pioneer 500, 

an entry-level side-by-side whose narrow stance allows it to drive on tight 

trails and fit in the bed of a pickup truck.

Now, Honda rounds out its Pioneer family with the Pioneer 1000, a no-

compromise flagship multipurpose side-by-side. Like all Honda SxS vehicles, 

the Pioneer 1000 is produced at the Honda of South Carolina plant using 

domestic and globally sourced parts. The plant even added a new assembly 

line to handle capacity for this model.



TRIM LEVELS: To start with, the model is available in four different 
versions, two with a three-person configuration and two with a five-
person capability (see chart on next page).

QUICKFLIP:  Customers who opt for a five-person model can quickly 
convert the rear seats into a cargo bed via the easy-to-use QuickFlip 
feature (exclusive to Honda).

SELF-LEVELING SUSPENSION:  When the Pioneer 1000-5 EPS or 
Pioneer 1000-5 Deluxe are loaded with rear passengers or cargo, their 
rear suspension uses a series of hydraulic chambers that automatically 
adjust to the correct ride height—no more compromising between a 
low-riding rear end when loaded or a too-stiff ride with a light load. 
This feature is also available as an accessory for the Pioneer 1000 and 
1000 EPS.

DCT: The Pioneer 1000’s six-speed dual-clutch transmission has many 
advantages, but among the most attractive is its multiple modes. 
Depending on driver preference or the conditions encountered, the 
DCT on EPS models can be switched between two fully automatic 
modes (Standard and Sport), or Manual paddle-shift. In Automatic, 
the Advanced Transmission Logic senses the driver’s style and adapts, 
upshifting earlier when input is relaxed and holding gears longer for 
sportier driving. The system even detects descents and provides real 
engine braking.

SUB-TRANSMISSION: For situations that call for maximum torque 
(like difficult terrain or towing heavy loads), drivers can reduce the 
gear ratio by 42 percent, essentially doubling the number of gears 
from six to 12.

DRIVE MODES: With a shift of a single lever, drivers can change the 
Pioneer 1000’s drive mode. Of course there’s 2WD for normal terrain 
and 4WD for more challenging going. In addition, front and rear 
differentials can be locked for when maximum power is needed at all 
four wheels. Finally, Turf Mode unlocks both differentials to protect 
sensitive surfaces.

TILT STEERING: Standard on Pioneer 1000 types with EPS, the tilt 
steering wheel adjusts very far forward to allow easy entry and exit for 
drivers of all sizes.

ACCESSORIES: Owners looking for even more ways to customize 
their Pioneer 1000s can select from (or even combine) six Honda 
Genuine Accessory packages: All-Weather, Trail, Hunting, Work, 
Protection and Custom. Those who prefer to mix and match can 
choose from the full line of over 70 individual accessories, including 
wheels, colored body panels, roofs and tops, windshields and 
windscreens, doors, rear panels, covers, protection, winches, plow 
blades, towing components, electrical, seat covers and more.
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Shape Shifter
HOW THE PIONEER 1000 ADAPTS TO ITS OWNER’S EVERY WHIM

One great thing about multipurpose side-by-sides is the myriad ways 

that they can be used, and with the Pioneer 1000, owners can easily 

personalize and adjust their vehicles based on their specific application.
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FEATURE
AVAILABILITY

PIONEER  
1000

PIONEER  
1000 EPS

PIONEER  
1000-5

PIONEER  
1000-5 DELUXE

27” BIAS TIRES √ √ √

27” RADIAL TIRES √

12” STEEL WHEELS √ √ √

14” ALUMINUM WHEELS √

ELECTRIC POWER STEERING 
(EPS) √ √ √

TILT STEERING WHEEL √ √ √

PADDLE SHIFTERS √ √ √

SPORT MODE √ √ √

COLOR-MATCHED DOOR/
BEDSIDE PANELS √ √

AVAILABLE HONDA
PHANTOM CAMO® √ √

QUICKFLIP® SEATING FOR 5 √ √

SELF-LEVELING REAR
SUSPENSION √ √

LED HEADLIGHTS √
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Engineering Spotlight

THE DCT DIFFERENCE

There’s no shortage of areas where Honda has set new benchmarks with the Pioneer 

1000, but perhaps the most pertinent is the Dual Clutch Transmission (DCT), which 

makes its first appearance ever on a side-by-side. Enthusiasts of high-performance 

sports cars are familiar with DCT technology, but until now, it wasn’t available to SxS 

customers.

What is DCT? 

A superior technology, DCT is an all-gear transmission that shifts automatically—the 

best of both worlds!

•	 As the name suggests, Dual Clutch Transmissions have two clutches—one that con-

trols odd-numbered gear sets (first, third, fifth), and another that controls even-num-

bered gear sets (second, fourth, sixth). A hollow outer transmission shaft contains a 

separate internal shaft, and each holds one of the two clutches.

•	 Multiple gears are engaged simultaneously so that the transmission is constantly 

prepared for the next shift. For gear-changes, one clutch disengages and the other 

engages, resulting in shifts that are quick, smooth, seamless.

•	 Data, collected by a series of sensors, is processed by the ECU, which uses an ad-

vanced algorithm to determine when the shift-control motor should electronically 

trigger gear-changes. The clutches are controlled by sophisticated electronics and 

hydraulics.

•	 Honda is the powersports leader in DCT, having debuted it on the 2010 VFR1200F 

and since adapted, refined and expanded it to other motorcycles and premium ATVs.

Counter shaft
(Transmission gear unit)

Primary driven gear

2-4-6 Speed clutch

1-3-5 Speed/
Starting clutch

Outer main shaft

Inner main shaft

1st

5th

3rd

4th

6th

2nd

CROSS-SECTIONAL VIEW OF CLUTCH
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Why DCT? 

The short answer is simple—because it’s better—but there’s obviously more to it than 

that, as DCT offers a long list of advantages.

•	 Durability: All-gear designs (with no belts) provide a direct, connected feel between 

the accelerator and the wheels, as well as improved durability, reduced maintenance 

and efficient power transfer.

•	 Versatility: Whereas most transmissions are either automatic or manual, DCT sys-

tems can give owners the option to choose depending on the driver and the condi-

tions. For example, use standard automatic for relaxed cruising, sport mode to hold 

gears longer for more spirited driving, or manual to have fun shifting, like a sports 

car, or to allow precise speed control for operations like spraying and plowing.

•	 Performance: While DCT is known for its ease of use, its smooth, quick gear-changes 

are also ideal for sportier applications—hence its availability on the new CRF1000L 

Africa Twin adventure-touring motorcycle, and even the next-generation Acura NSX 

sports car. Whereas a typical CVT design transmits 88% of power to the ground, all-

gear systems deliver 96-98%. DCT allows maximum engine torque and true engine 

braking for the heaviest loads, hills and technical terrain.
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Building Character
DEALER PERSPECTIVE

Michigan Honda dealer Todd Bellisle on what the 
Pioneer 1000 means to dealers

Since establishing North Honda Motorsports in 1995, the Bellisle family—

father Mike and sons Todd and Eric—have witnessed a steady growth in the 

Menominee, Michigan, dealership’s four-wheel sales, first with ATVs and more 

recently also with side-by-sides. Today, Todd estimates SxS vehicles alone are 

responsible for 50 percent of the shop’s business, with multipurpose vehicles 

comprising approximately 75 percent of that—and sales are continuing to grow. 

Keeping up with the demand and also putting on the occasional shop ride keeps 

the brothers busy, but we managed to corner Todd long enough to ask him 

what the Pioneer 1000 will mean to the Bellisles’ business.

How are your customers using Pioneer  
side-by-sides?
Honestly, while they usually buy them for utility, I’d say they use them much 

more for recreation. We have a lot of everything in our area, so customers use 

their side-by-sides for hunting, fishing and just general recreational use like 

trail riding. I’d guess utility makes up about 20 percent of use, and that’s for 

things like working around the cabin and/or house—general work more than 

industrial use. We also sell a lot of snowplows and winches. Our customers are 

using their side-by-sides on a daily basis—five out of seven days a week, all year 

round, even with our winters.

What about the Pioneer 1000 do you find  
most appealing?
It’s a total package—a premium machine. I’m big on fit and finish, and I really 

believe that’s what sets Honda apart. First impressions mean a whole lot, 

especially on a big purchase, where family is involved. For this particular unit, 

the displacement is important as well, because for this category, bigger is 

better—not so much the physical size, but engine displacement, just like the 

guy driving a big pick-up truck. So it’s great on paper, but it rides as good as 

it looks. I was fortunate to get a chance to drive a Pioneer 1000 early on, and 

that’s really the best way to appreciate it. Honda really hit the nail on the head 

with this one.

How do you see the Pioneer 1000 fitting into your 
dealership’s side-by-side lineup?
The Pioneer 500 and 700 are great models, and we sell a ton of them—many 

to customers who are moving up from an ATV to a side-by-side. I think we’ll 

sell a lot of Pioneer 1000s to people who are transitioning up from those 

vehicles, as well as to customers who previously owned other brands of side-

by-sides. In my mind, the Pioneer 1000 has got everything that this particular 

customer is looking for—the look, the performance, the options and modes and 

the capability—and then it backs that up when you actually drive it. There’s no 

reason why a customer wouldn’t consider it. I’m 100 percent confident we’ll sell 

every Pioneer 1000 that we get for 2016—the machine sells itself.

“I THINK WE’LL SELL A LOT OF PIONEER 1000S 
TO PEOPLE WHO ARE TRANSITIONING UP FROM 
THOSE VEHICLES, AS WELL AS TO CUSTOMERS 
WHO PREVIOUSLY OWNED OTHER BRANDS OF 

SIDE-BY-SIDES.”



MULTIPURPOSE SIDE-BY-SIDE SERIES

TECH TALKPAGE 15 2016 HONDA PIONEER 1000

powersports.honda.com© 2015 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. – Powersports Division

Video: TECH TALK
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